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How to Avoid Scams That
Target Your New
Medicare Card

A new rash of Medicare scams has broken out at a
critical time. Here's how to protect yourself and loved
ones.
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A measure meant to help fight Medicare fraud is coinciding with a rise
in Medicare scams.

Scammers are reportedly targeting Medicare beneficiaries, specifically
trying to get the identification numbers issued with their new Medicare
cards. This comes as the Medicare program is about to start issuing
those new ID cards to every beneficiary.

That’s more than 59 million Americans, according to the federal
government. Medicare is a federal health insurance program primarily
for folks ages 65 and older.

The new Medicare cards

In an effort to decrease Medicare fraud, the Medicare program is
changing every beneficiary’s identification number. The change is being
made so the cards no longer reflect beneficiaries’ Social Security
numbers.
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Scammers are hoping to trick Medicare beneficiaries into handing over
their new card information. While such ¢ards no longer include Social
Security numbers, the new Medicare numbers are still unique, static
personal identifiers. So, these numbers can be used to defraud
Medicare.

The district attorney in Sacramento County, California, recently warned
seniors of a Medicare card phone scam. Callers tell Medicare
beneficiaries they must pay for a temporary card and provide personal
information before they get their new card.

AARP Utah also recently cautioned seniors about this scatn, specifying
that callers may ask for financial information, such as bank aceount or
credit card numbers, to “process” the purchase of the alleged temporary
card.

You can avoid falling for this scam with a little education, though. For
starters, it's untrue that a temporary card is necessary. In addition, the
new Medicare cards are free,

Also, be suspicious of callers claiming to be with the Medicare program.
AARP Utah explains:

“It cannol be stressed offen enough — Medicare will never call you
unsolicited, Al of their communications are done by mail.”

hitps://www.moneytalksnews.com/scams-target-new-cards-for-medicare-recipients/?utm_s... 3/27/2018



